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eteora is one of the most important
geological phenomena in the world, a
cluster of huge rocks that create a
forest of stone so unbelievable that is hard to
conceive. On the rocks rest imposing
monasteries that have begun to be built since
1100 AC and are positioned in such a way as to
look like they are hanging from the rocks. From
the 30 monasteries, only 6 are open to the public
today, with thousands of pilgrims visiting them
every year. The site of Meteora is listed
in the UNESCO World Heritage List.
While in Meteora, tourists can also visit;
the Temple of the Dormition of the Holy
Mary and the Unique Wood Carving
School; The Museum of Natural History
of Meteora; The Cave of Theopetra,
where human footprints dating back to
45,000BC have been found; and the
picturesque village of Kastraki, located
under the mighty monolithic rocks of
Meteora.

rom April 2020, it will be possible to hire

ecobikes, electric scooters and e-moby

scooters at the Port of Palermo. Visitors
will be able to go for a ride along the ancient Arab,
Byzantine and Norman roads, stop and taste
fresh fruit at the colourful Capo market or take a
tour of the Cala port.

A new tour is ‘The Masterpiece of Serpotta and
clone of Caravaggio’. The Oratory of San Lorenzo
in Palermo is known not only to art history, but
also to crime. In October 1969, Caravaggio’s
masterpiece, ‘Nativity with Saints Francis and
Lawrence’ painted in 1609 was stolen. The story
was in newspapers around the world but the the
theft is still shrouded in mystery, with periodic
twists and revelations. Whilst the painting has
never been found and the niche where it lived
long remained empty, today it houses a clone
made with the most advanced technologies.

he most popular shorex undertaken by

guests on ships visiting Venice are; tour of

the Doge’s Palace & St Marks's Basilica,
including Ponte dei Sospiri (Bridge of Sighs); tour
of Burano and Murano islands with their lace-
producing and glass-blowing traditions; gondola
tour; and walking tours exploring some of
Venice's lesser-known, but celebrated sites such
as the Jewish Ghetto, Campo San Polo, Campo
San Rocco, San Basilio and the Greek Orthodox
District.

Under an hour from Venice is Padua, a city
dating back to the Roman Empire that reached
its height during the Italian Renaissance when
Giotto, Dante, Donatello, and Petrarca were active

&

40 cruise calls are expected at port of Volos in
2020, a 68% increase of cruise traffic of 2019.
Maiden callers to the port will be Phoenix
Reisen's Amera and Artania, Oceania Cruise’s
Sirena and Nautica, Mystic Cruises’ World
Voyager, and Norwegian Cruise Line’s Norwegian
Spirit.

MedCruise contact: Socrates Anagnostou
admin@port-volos.gr

159 cruise calls bringing in 566,000 passengers
are expected to call at port of Palermo in 2020. 42
calls and 55,000 passengers are expected at port
of Trapani and 16 calls and 2,700 passengers at
port of Porto Empedocle.

MedCruise contact: Daniela Mezzatesta
promotion@portpalermo.it

there — a tour includes a visit to the following
highlights; the Basilica of St Anthony, a majestic
building of Romanesque, Gothic and Baroque
styles; the Jewish Ghetto area, one of the best
preserved areas of the city; Prato della Valle, one
of the largest squares in Europe; the Scrovegni
Chapel with Giotto's frescoes; the Bo Palace, the
main seat of Padua’s 13th century university; the
Botanical Garden founded in the 16th Century as
the private university garden of curative herbs;
the Caffe Pedrocchi, a famous meeting place for
students, teachers and literary figures.

MedCruise contact: Galliano Di Marco
g.dimarco@vtp.it
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raffic is expected to increase at the port of

Zadar for 2020, 157 cruise calls are

scheduled bringing in over 200,000
passengers.

The City of Zadar tour encompasses the city
itself, full of historical monuments and
attractions including the Monument to the Sun
and Sea Organ. The tour continues with the rich
cultural heritage of Nin, home to the world's
smallest cathedral and museums containing
ancient ship remains. You'll also visit the Royal
Vineyards and taste award-wining wine. After
your city visit, you'll head to the Royal Vineyards,
which are planted on land once owned by
Croatian king Petar Kresimir IV. Here, you will
learn about the winemaking process and taste
some of Croatia's finest wines.

The National Park Krka Waterfalls are the
most beautiful travertine waterfalls in Europe!
The magic world of the Krka River which runs
over cliffs and falls in 46mtr of profundity! Take
some time to make a relaxing walk along the
river, enjoy the splendid nature and water. You
may also visit a small museum and an old mill.
In the summer time you can enjoy the refreshing
bath in the river or take wonderful pictures with
your camera.

MedCruise contact: Djoni Stambuk
dstambuk@port-authority-zadar.hr
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We asked MedCruise member ports and destinations if they were investing in new
port/destination facilities and when they would be ready?

ort of Herklion is investing in the rebuilding of the Passenger
Station, which is due to be ready by 2021.
New fenders to improve port infrastructure will be
completed by the end of March 2020.
Kyriaki Kampana, Head of Planning & Development Department, Port of
Heraklion
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Port of Sibenik's Maritime
Passenger Terminal Project
which includes the
construction of a new two-
storey passenger terminal
building and garage should
be finished by the end of
2021.

Gordana Mrcela, Marketing
Specialist, Port of Sibenik
Authority

Marseille

orks are on process in Terminal C to create a new

terminal for turnaround.

Marseille is to install shore-to-ship electricity
connections for ferries. Shore-to-ship power will be available for
cruise ships at berth at the Marseille Provence Cruise Terminal
by 2025.

With two LNG terminals on the port area, the port has set up the
first natural gas station for trucks in the region. LNG ships are
calling Marseille and the port will be able to offer its customers an
LNG refueling barge by 2022.

Ophélie Tollari, Promotion and Events Manager, Marseille Provence
Cruise Club

ort of Barcelona are working on 2 new private
terminals in the Adossat Quay, one for the RCCL
group and another one for MSC. The port has
recently completed work of Carnival's newest cruise
terminal, Helix and the port is working towards
improving traffic flow on the Adossat Quay to guarantee
more efficient passenger mobility.
Mar Pérez, Head of Cruise Department, Port of Barcelona

Port of Huelva have several
infrastructure projects in
progress such as the Marina
Port of Levante Wharf that
will be an outstanding
leisure zone where citizens
and passengers will be able
to enjoy from its shops,
restaurants and many other
amenities.

Jennifer Garcia Moreno,
Technical and Commercial
Department, Autoridad
Portuaria de Huelva

orks will be starting on Quays Pinto 4-5 in November

2020. With this development Valletta Cruise Port is

looking at a more attractive and secure operation,
without the need for the spacer barges currently in use on
these quays.

Furthermore, Valletta Cruise Port is supporting a project by
Infrastructure Malta and Transport Malta whereby Euro 49.9
million are being invested in a shore-side electricity project.
The first of this two-phased project includes a €37 million
investment to provide shore power on the five main cruise ship
quays of the Grand Harbour by end 2023.

Stephen Xuereb, CEO, Valletta Cruise Port & COO, Global Ports
Holding
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he Port Plan foresees huge investments more than
doubling the present spaces and piers, making
available four dedicated berths and new Terminals at
Calata Alto Fondale and Calata Orlando, suitable for mega
ships full turn-arounds. The 4 fully equipped berths will be
available in the next five years.
Serena Veroni, Marketing, Porto di Livorno 2000

In 2019, the Central Adriatic
Ports Authority started the
project of building a new
cruise terminal on a
dedicated quay in the port of
Ancona. The quay will be
350mtr long, with a draught
of nearly 10 mtr.

The new terminal area will
be nearly 2.400sq mtr,
providing services for
passengers reaching the
port of Ancona.

Silvia Renda, Development,
Promotion, Statistics,
Communication and EU
Projects, Central Adriatic Port
Authority

he new terminal is planned to be built underground over

29,000sq mtr for domestic and foreign tourists to continue

their journey without any interruption. Galataport
Istanbul Cruise Port, which has an underground tour bus
parking lot under the ground on -1 level and car park of about
2,300 vehicles, will also make an important contribution to the
parking problem of the district.

Galataport is designed to be the new gastronomy centre of
Istanbul. IT will encompass nearly 250 retail and f&b units,
where nearly 35% will be dedicated to culinary businesses.
Basak Giirtuna, Marketing and Communication Manager, Galataport
Istanbul

- _Istanbul
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dessa Sea Port Authority modernised the Marine station by

refurbishing the inner premises. Plans are being implemented

for the reconstruction of the concert and exhibition hall nd the
square in front of the Passenger Terminal building. Completion of
reconstruction will be the end of 2020.

A new terminal and runway are under construction at Odessa
Airport. The new terminal will be 26,000sq mtr and feature 16 gates.
The throughput capacity will be 4 million passengers. The new
runway will be 2,800mtr and will be operational in June 2020. These
works will increase the number of airlines flying to Odessa, and
throughput passenger capacity.

Julia Strikh, Head of Tourism and Eurointegration Department, Odessa Sea
Port Authority

With the cargo terminals
moving to the eastern part
of the port and the
increased cruise calls, Haifa
Port management approved
the transformation of
450mtr of cargo terminal
into a cruise terminal with
the ability to accommodate
the largest cruise ships.
The new pier will allow the
port to accommodate at
least four ships and will be
at the foot of the
magnificent Baha'i Gardens,
close to downtown Haifa.
Zohar Rom, Head of Cruises,
Tourism, Marcom & PR, Haifa
Port Company

tis planned to set up a public-commercial and entertainment area,

a central square with an open stage, a marina with a yacht club, a

floating restaurant and other service activities in the city centre.

The construction of a modern Children's Science Center in the
well-developed Public Access Area of the port of Burgas will be
completed by the mid-2020. It is located on the 1st and 2nd floors of
the Maritime Station building

In front of the Maritime Station, a project for “Planetarium” is on
way to be implemented by the mid-2020. The planetarium will be a
spherical metal structure with a modern architectural design and an
accessible environment for people with disabilities.
Emil Koev, Expert Marketing & Quality Assurance, Port Burgas JSC
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Celestyal Cruise Ship Sails Back to
Egypt — Holy Land

MEDCRUISE LATEST NEWS

vents and everything related to our members and the Mediterrenean cruise line industry
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